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| Quarterly business survey in the building crafts sector - October 2018

In October 2018, the economic climate deteriorates markedly
in the building crafts sector

Craftsmen are less optimistic about their activity

In October 2018, far fewer building craftsmen than in Building crafts sector economic outlook
July have indicated an increase in their past activity. Balances of opinion, in %, SA
The corresponding balance of opinion has slipped back Mean* | Jan- | April | July | Oct.
. 18 18 18 18
markgdly and has returned to its Iong-termlgverage. Past activity 5 8 3 5 5
Likewise, the balance on expected activity has Expected activity -9 14 -5 4 -9
plummeted after bouncing back in July and has General business
. outlook —20 11 8 5 -3
returned to its long-term average. Past employment 2 1 2 1 )
Otherwise, building craftsmen are markedly less Expected employment —4 4 0 6 -1
b ; ; Recruiting problems
OptImIStIC. than in tJuI.y about the general busmgss (in %) a1 40 43 51 49
outlook in the building sector: the corresponding Apprentice training (in
balance has decreased for the third consecutive %) 38 39 38 37 36
. - . * Mean since October 1990.
quarter while remaining well above its long-term Source: French business survey, building crafts sector - INSEE
average.
Employment expectations are less favourable Activity tendency in the building crafts sector
Far fewer craftsmen than in July 2018 plan to raise B;'ances of opinion, in %, SA
their staff size over the next few months. The 01
corresponding balance has sharply fallen back but 30 4 \
remains above its long-term average. About the last 20 / \
uarter, the balance on past employment is virtuall 10 + ia ! |
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Half of building craftsmen face difficulties in 204" /J \ V\/\N
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recruiting staff -30 1 : : :
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In October 2018, 49% of building craftsmen have 50 4
experienced recruiting problems, a share moderately 98 00 02 04 06 08 10 12 14 16 18
decreasing after reaching a record level in ten years in — Past activity - Expected activity (three months advanced)

the previous quarter. At the same time, 36% of building
craftsmen have indicated training apprentices, a slightly
lower share than its long-term average.

For further information
The balance of opinion is calculated as the difference between the percentage of responses “increase” and the percentage of responses
“decrease”.
- Additional information (long series, methodology, links, etc.) is available on the web page of this indicator:
https://www.insee.fr/en/statistiques?debut=0&theme=30&conjoncture=13
- Historical data are available on the BDM: https://www.insee.fr/en/statistiques/series/102874985

- Press contact: bureau-de-presse@insee.fr

- & Follow us on Twitter @InseeFr_News: https://twitter.com/InseeFr News
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