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Monthly business survey in retail trade and 
in trade and repair of motor vehicles

Survey description

The INSEE short-term Economic Analysis division conducts a monthly business survey among retail
traders. The scope of the survey includes non-specialised food retail trade, non-food trade and trade and
repair of motor vehicles and motor cycles. The trade of chemicals and that of motor vehicles have been
surveyed since 2003.

The survey sample comprises about 3,000 enterprises. It is exhaustive for the enterprises with 100
employees or more.

This survey belongs to the joint harmonised European Union programme of business and consumer
surveys.

Asked questions

Most of the questions are qualitative with a triple choice, and concern the different activities of the firm.

 Sales

How has (have) your business activity (sales) developed over the past 3 months?
…increase (+) …no change …decrease (–)

How do you expect your business activity (sales) to change over the next 3 months?
…increase (+) …no change …decrease (–)

 Stocks

Do you consider the volume of stocks you currently hold to be...?
…above normal (+) …normal for the season …below normal (–)

 Orders

How do you expect your orders placed on suppliers to change over the next 3 months?
…increase (+) …no change …decrease (–)

 Prices (two-monthly question, odd months)

Trend in your selling prices to change over the past 3 months?
…increase (+) …no change …decrease (–)

 Prices

How do you expect your selling prices to change over the next 3 months?
…increase (+) …no change …decrease (–)

 Total workforce

Over the past 3 months, your firm’s total employment has been…
…increasing (+) …no change …decreasing (–)

How do you expect your firm’s total employment to change over the next 3 months?
…increase (+) …no change …decrease (–)
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